
To the District 41 Board of Education:


I am writing as a tax-payer and a parent of a 2nd grade student in D41.  Her younger sister will 
begin Kindergarten at D41 in 2019.  We chose this community for its city access, its charming 
downtown, and its excellent public schools.


Perhaps my favorite thing about District 41 is that we have access to a second language 
beginning in the primary grades.  I have a BA in Psychology (with a heavy emphasis in research 
and brain development) and a M.Ed in Early Childhood Education.  Because I had a particular 
interest in language acquisition and development, I did quite a bit of research on this topic, and 
wrote several papers on the subject over the years.


What I learned as it applies most relevantly here is this:  To achieve native-speaker abilities and 
accents, one must start using the language- first receptively, then expressively- before age 2.  
To have a decent chance to become fluent, but still not native-sounding, one needs to learn to 
use the language by age 7.  Anytime after that, the brain has a very hard time achieving 
fluency.  The brain has a pretty good policy of use it or lose it, and in this case, the language-
learning window closes.  The connections in the brain tend to shut down as the brain develops 
in an attempt to become more efficient.  It’s like building highways: once there’s an interstate, 
the backroads between cities become less useful and eventually disappear because there is an 
easier and faster route.  The same is true for neural pathways.


Suffice it to say this:  If we want our children to have the best chance of fluency in a language 
whose use in the United States is constantly increasing, we are remiss if we do not make it 
available to our youngest learners.  Even if you think your children will never meet a Spanish-
speaking American (unlikely), or never want to travel to a Spanish-speaking country, here a few 
benefits to being multilingual:


	 -Improved cognitive abilities such as problem-solving, creativity, and memory

	 -Increased cognitive processing, focus, and ability to multi-task

	 -Appreciation for cultural references and nuances

	 -Increased job opportunities


I implore you to continue to fund and defend the FLES and Dual Language programs in D41.


If you would like to speak to me more on this topic, I’d be happy to discuss.  You can reach me 
by the contact information below.


Sincerely,

Julie Hill


